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possesses enough of the romantic to be capable of
exciting, in the hands of a better painter than
I am, an interest in the bosoms of such of my
fair readers as may delight in tales of love and
jealousy, with their sequel of rage and revenge.
A female, about twenty-five years of age, who
resided at a village in the neighbourhood of our
settlement, had been guilty of an offence, probably
infidelity to her husband, which subjected her to
the dreadful penalty of having her hands cut off*.
Hoping to avert this punishment, she adopted the
resolution, accompanied by her child, a fine and
engaging boy of two years old, of entering our
lines, and throwing herself on our protection.
Captain Harrison received her favourably, and.
for additional safety, sent her on board the Eden,
where she remained several days before any inquiry
was made respecting her. Although evidently of
much firmness and decision of character, her per-
sonal appearance was by no means attractive, the
face being greatly seamed with scars, and the
abdomen tattooed all over. Captain Owen directed
lier to be placed under the care of our European
females, who, either from envy or the force of
habit, not approving the Eve-like dress in which
she came on board, immediately clothed her in
blue cotton garments. The poor child of nature,
unused to such incumbrance, which probably, in
her opinion, served only to irritate the skin, and
prevent the contact of the refreshing atmosphere,